Minor errors occur; pseudocholinesterase used in Chapter I is later corrected to plasma cholinesterase but one would have to question tubocurarine in standard doses being longer acting than pancuronium and the use of althesin 600-700 ml for induction of anaesthesia.
Overall an excellent introduction to obstetric anaesthesia for trainee anaesthetist as well as obstetrician and a major step forward in improving understanding between the two disciplines. I applaud the author's concern for the dangers of general anaesthesia and support his emphasis on the need to increase epidurals as an alternative.
W A W McGOWAN
Consultant Anaesthetist Route Hospital. Ballymoney One Child (Clinics in Developmental Medicine No. 80) J Apley & C Ounsted (ed) pp 189 £11.00 London: Spastics International Medical Publications 1982 For any 'one child', his uniqueness as an individual, his life experiences and his reactions to them arise from the interplay of innumerable influences stemming from heredity and his total environment. Recognition of this principle has prompted the collection of essays presented in 'One Child'. Each of the twelve chapters is written by an author with a long experience in some aspect of child health, and together they cover a wide range of topics. The opening essay discusses the components of sickness and is followed by chapters on family interaction and its influence on behaviour and health. There are meticulously researched and recorded studies on the effect of birth size on growth and development, on critical periods in brain development particularly relevant to the epilepsies, and on disorders of speech development. Other essays illustrate the concept of 'One Child' as applied to approaches to care of different groups of children -the gifted, the handicapped, those with epilepsy and those attending outpatient departments. Each essay can be read as an entity in itself, full of interest and instruction, and in some instances, revealing delightful glimpses into the history of the author. But the full impact of the purpose of the editors in assembling this anthology is achieved by the basic theme running through and linking each contribution -the understanding of the child within the wide terms of family and social environment -and by the challenge this presents, not only to those seeing the child with his illness, but to those whose primary concern is to prevent such predicaments occurring at all. All the authors are from North America and their language and approach reflect this, as do the clinical practices described. The first third of the book deals with the provision, function, storage and use of granulocytes for transfusion. There follow papers on donor effects and recruitment, platelet provision, crossmatching and storage, leukapheresis in leukaemias and organ allografting, red cell exchange in thalassaemia and sickle cell disease, and plasma exchange in autoimmune diseases and preceding bone marrow transplantation.
The contributions vary in-length, scope and depth, some being reviews and other preliminary observations, causing some imbalance and omissions. Thus no mention is made of red cellplasma exchange for erythrocytosis nor of plasma exchange for obtaining specific immunoglobulins from immunized donors. Hypervsicosity syndromes are covered in 10 lines, while plasma exchange in preventing haemolytic disease of the newborn receives only a single line compared with over 20 pages devoted to its role in myasthenia gravis.
The book is rather unattractively produced in typescript with no photographs except some postage stamp sized X-rays. There are a small number of line drawings, and several graphs and tables, but the uniformity of the type sometimes makes both them and the text appear to merge. The index is very poor.
Nevertheless, the book contains much of interest and although the 2i year interval before its appearance is regrettable in a rapidly changing field, it should be available to those involved in blood transfusion, haematology and the management of autoimmune disorders. Writing or editing a scientific book is' beset with the problem of the time taken for publication. This is especially true for any discipline which has been exposed to the technology of molecular genetics. Rapid advances make topicality virtually impossible and it becomes increasingly necessary for authors to forgo the detailed description of experimental results and to concentrate more on possible conceptual and technical approaches to solving particular problems. Thus, potentially the most useful chapters in 'Histocompatibility Antigens' edited by P Parham and J Strominger are those which attempt to wrestle with conceptual problems rather than those which are more descriptive. However, the excellent review of the Major Histocompatibility Complex (HMC)-linked complement components by D Shreffler is an exception to this rule, and deserves a wide audience; even though in the concluding chapter J Klein argues for the exclusion of the complement genes from the MHC. The function of the MHC stressed by the editors is the restriction of T cell function. There is a wealth of data from functional assays relating the MHC products and the biochemically elusive T cell receptor. Unfortunately, nearly all the data is indirect and this has led to conflicting statements made by authors of successive chapters. Perhaps accepting this dichotomy is a healthy way to summarize the field.
This book contains much of interest to immunologists and earns its place on the shelf of the medicallibrary. It is a comprehensive review of the basic physical, biochemical and pharmacological aspects of cellular metabolism, with analysis of the effects of ischaemia and anoxia, and the possible techniques for whole-organ preservation directed to minimize the damage so caused. The book opens with six review chapters, the last of which, by Pegg, attempts to correlate biochemical knowledge and clinical practice. He summarizes two main preservation alternatives -hypothermic continuous perfusion and initial flushing with cold storage. -and concludes, perhaps somewhat controversially clinically, that 'continuous perfusion will remain the optimal method for preserving ... organs'. Cryopreservation is considered to show no immediate. clinical relevance.
There follow five sections of presented papers, and of special interest are those referring to noninvasive attempts to predict organ viabilitynuclear magnetic resonance being a particularly novel and promising approach. The continuous perfusion verses cold storage debate is fuelled by reviews from Collins and Johnson, but perhaps the most original presentation relates to the extraordinary possibility of xeno-banking-storage of an organ by temporary transplantation into a genetically concordant xeno graft recipient.
Although comprehensive in basic up-to-date data, this book would benefit from a more general discussion and summary, including for example a rationale for the attempts to achieve organ preservation for days or weeks when the majority of organs transplanted are stored for less than 36 hours. The possibilities of, for example, antigenic modification by tissue culture or prolonged preservation may have major implications for the immunological problems of transplantation. Intestinal Damage by Wheat Protein) and a repeat by R Finn of his controversial study on dietary salt intake and its relation to hypertension. A session of the conference was devoted to the immunological basis ofenvironmental disease and papers ranged from a detailed up-to-date account of human materno-fetal relationship and a simplistic review of immunological reactions based on the Gell-Coombs classification, to two contributions on the immunology of atherosclerosis of widely diverging scientific merit.
The longest contribution from the National Perinatal Epidemiology Unit at Oxford on Social Class Stress and Reproduction is interesting as are the papers of 0 P Burkitt and N Wald on Diet and Diseases of Affluence and Vitamin A and Human Cancer respectively.
There is little new in this book, which is printed from heterogeous typescripts that are difficult to read. Many readers may find one or two contributions of value but few are likely to have a range of interests that might justify purchasing a copy.
B I HOFFBRAND
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